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“NATIONAL ARTS IN THE SCHOOL DAY” 

APRIL 15, 2009 

No-Cost Arts in Education Program Expands in Westchester and 3 U.S. States 

April 15, 2009, Port Chester, NY – The Port Chester Council for the Arts (PCCFA) presented the second annual NATIONAL ARTS IN THE SCHOOL DAY (NASD),  on April 15, 2009, with almost a dozen schools in Westchester County and three states attracted by its simplicity, doability and the appeal of a no-cost arts program showcasing community artists.  In Port Chester, N.Y. more than 30 guest artists shared their art with the students through special presentations in elementary, middle and high school classrooms and assemblies, while dozens of teachers taught the day's lessons with an arts focus or through an arts-based lesson plan. The Port Chester Council for the Arts launched the first NATIONAL ARTS IN THE SCHOOL DAY on April 16, 2008 in all six Port Chester schools as a model program to give children the opportunity to learn about and be inspired by the creative arts at school. 

“With nearly all school arts budgets getting cut, educators are desperate to find ways to keep arts in their schools,” said Ann Peterson, Executive Director of NATIONAL ARTS IN THE SCHOOL DAY for the Port Chester Council for the Arts.  “NASD raises awareness of the importance of the arts in education by creating arts experiences for kids in a one-day, no-cost program easily adaptable and extendable by any 
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school.  It works because there are no rules—the day’s arts activities can be as ambitious or as modest as the schools wish and are able.” 

Some of the schools who participated on April 15, 2009 were Rye Country Day School, Rye, N.Y.; The Masters School, Dobbs Ferry, N.Y.; Rye Neck Middle School (Drama Teacher Yvette Goldman and Librarian Linda Kurtz), Rye Neck, N.Y.; Blind Brook High School (English Department), Rye Brook, N.Y.; Bruno M. Ponterio Ridge Street School, Rye Brook, N.Y.; Church Street School, White Plains, N.Y.; East End Community School, Portland, Maine; Lincoln Street Elementary School (Jen Roeder’s 4th grade class) Exeter, N.H.; and Waller Mill Fine Arts Magnet School, Williamsburg, Va. 

“Last year’s program generated rave reviews from the schools and the students, plus multiple positive news stories and the superb support of Westchester County leaders,” said Denise Colangelo, Executive Director of the Port Chester Council for the Arts.  “Our plan is to share our success and continue to expand the program beyond Westchester, so we encourage all interested teachers, artists and parents to visit our Web site www.nationalartsintheschoolday.org to find out more.” 

In Port Chester on April 15, the day began with an opening ceremony at Port Chester Middle School at 9 AM where Stephen Apkon, Founder and Executive Director of the Jacob Burns Film Center of Pleasantville, N.Y., and Peter Kramer, Theatre Writer for The Journal News, received the second annual Arts Advocate award for their role in promoting the arts in education in Westchester. Joining them were New York State Senator Suzi Oppenheimer, Chair of the Senate Standing Committee on Education, New York State Assemblyman George Latimer, Westchester County Legislator Martin Rogowsky, Port Chester Mayor Dennis Pilla, and local government officials and school administrators, as well as members of the Port Chester Council for the Arts and the NATIONAL ARTS IN THE SCHOOL DAY committee. 

To support schools and teachers nationwide in this ambitious effort, the PCCFA created the Web site www.nationalartsintheschoolday.org.  The site includes creative ideas and sample lesson plans for grades K-12 to guide teachers on how to bring the arts into core courses and suggestions for school-wide events. Visitors will also find photos, videos and details about the 2008 and 2009 events in Port Chester. 
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NATIONAL ARTS IN THE SCHOOL DAY is an extension of the successful 10-year-old Literacy Through the Arts program created by the Port Chester Council for the Arts. This model, innovative program for K-5 students employs 15-20 visual and performing artists yearly in a variety of multi-week residencies which coincide with New York State standards. The program serves all students in the Port Chester public elementary schools. 

The 2009 guest artists and arts organization who participated in Port Chester included storyteller Lou DelBianco, the Jacob Burns Film Center, Chris Wedge of Blue Sky Studios, dancer and DRA founder Denise Hurlon, watercolorist Angel Pena, Indian artist Vijay Sekhon, and from Purchase College, SUNY: Emmy award-winning composer Allyson Bellink, jazz pianist and composer Pete Malinverni, brass quintet Parallel Brass (Zachary Wilson, Jacob Rensink, Claude Fried, Santino Lo and Colin Mainella), and mime Lenka Pichlíková.  Also participating was the McLaren Engineering Group—Entertainment Division.
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Founded in 1981, the Port Chester Council for the Arts is committed to providing high-quality, innovative programs that build and encourage cooperation and community through artistic experience, and inspiring an appreciation of creative expression and new ways of thinking. 


