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            CONTACT: 

 
Port Chester Council for the Arts

Anne Brady: 914-907-8284

Ann Peterson: 914-413-1115
Denise Colangelo: 914-939-3183

www.nationalartsintheschoolday.org
FACTS ABOUT NATIONAL ARTS IN THE SCHOOL DAY
What is NATIONAL ARTS IN THE SCHOOL DAY?

· On April 16, 2008 the Port Chester Council for the Arts (PCCFA) of Port Chester, New York, launched the first ever NATIONAL ARTS IN THE SCHOOL DAY (NASD). 
· NATIONAL ARTS IN THE SCHOOL DAY is one day in the school year when all public and private schools in America are encouraged to incorporate the arts into their classes by creating an arts-based school event, hosting local guest artists or conducting classes with an arts focus.  But there are no “rules”—the day’s activities can be as ambitious or as modest as the schools wish or are able. 

· The goal of NATIONAL ARTS IN THE SCHOOL DAY is to give children in grades K-12 nationwide the opportunity to experience and be inspired by all kinds of creative arts—in school.
· Participation in NATIONAL ARTS IN THE SCHOOL DAY is free. There is no organization to join, there are no fees.  Ideas on how to participate can be found at www.nationalartsintheschoolday.org.  

When is NATIONAL ARTS IN THE SCHOOL DAY 2009?

· The second annual NATIONAL ARTS IN THE SCHOOL DAY will take place on Wednesday, April 15, 2009.  

· All public and private schools nationwide are invited to participate.  Schools can reach out to local artists and arts groups to invite participation in their schools through special in-class or school-wide events, or teachers can create their own arts projects and arts curricula.  There are no “rules”...schools can be as ambitious or as modest as they wish or are able!   
What is happening on April 15, 2009?

· Almost a dozen additional schools in Westchester County, N.Y. and three states have already signed up to participate including Rye Country Day School, Rye, N.Y.; The Masters School, Dobbs Ferry, N.Y.; Rye Neck Middle School (Drama Teacher Yvette Goldman and Librarian Linda Kurtz), Rye Neck, N.Y.; Blind Brook High School (English Department), Rye Brook, N.Y.; Bruno M. Ponterio Ridge Street School, Rye Brook, N.Y.; Church Street School, White Plains, N.Y.; East End Community School, Portland, Maine; Lincoln Street Elementary School (Jen Roeder’s 4th grade class) Exeter, N.H.; and Waller Mill Fine Arts Magnet School, Williamsburg, Va. 
· In Port Chester, N.Y., the day will begin with an opening ceremony at Port Chester Middle School at 9 AM where Stephen Apkon, Founder and Executive Director of the Jacob Burns Film Center of Pleasantville, N.Y., and Peter Kramer, Theatre Writer for The Journal News, will receive the second annual Arts Advocate award.  Joining them will be New York State Senator Suzi Oppenheimer, Chair of the Senate Standing Committee on Education, New York State Assemblyman George Latimer, Westchester County Legislator Martin Rogowsky, Port Chester Mayor Dennis Pilla, and local government officials and school administrators. 

· Thirty guests artists will be in classrooms in Port Chester’s elementary and middle and high schools where classroom teachers will also be teaching arts-based lesson plans.  
Why should schools and communities participate in NATIONAL ARTS IN THE SCHOOL DAY?

· Exposure to the arts plants the seeds that inspire children, create careers and grow businesses.
(more)
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· American arts, including music, movies, television, books, design and more, generate billions of dollars for the economy, have global reach and inspire innovation. At the core of these businesses are the artists, all of whom started out as school kids who perhaps liked to draw, or write, or act in plays, make videos, or sing in the choir.  NASD encourages children’s artistic interests which may not be an everyday priority at school.
· NATIONAL ARTS IN THE SCHOOL DAY recognizes, validates and showcases the work and talent of local artists and raises awareness of their artistic contributions among children and the community at large.   
Who participated in the first NATIONAL ARTS IN THE SCHOOL DAY?
· The Port Chester-Rye Union Free School District in Port Chester, N.Y. was the first school system in the nation to participate in the inaugural NATIONAL ARTS IN THE SCHOOL DAY.  
Why Port Chester, New York?

· Since its founding in 1981, the Port Chester Council for the Arts has created over two dozen community and school-based arts-in-education programs that continue today, putting in place an impressive foundation of innovation, expertise and proven success. 
Where can I learn more? 
· Visit www.nationalartsintheschoolday.org for information about NATIONAL ARTS IN THE SCHOOL DAY, including school activities and K-12 sample lesson plans. 
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