A One-Day Door Opener

NATIONAL ARTS IN THE SCHOOL DAY was created to raise awareness of the importance of arts in education by creating a day of arts experiences for children in school that they may not have the opportunity to have anywhere else.  NASD passionately believes that artists in residence should be a paid, permanent, ongoing part of the school year, included as part of the formal curricula for all grades K-12, in all American schools.  Putting artists in schools not only rewards and employs millions of underpaid and under-recognized American artists, it educates, nurtures and inspires our future artists.  

A one-day door opener: NATIONAL ARTS IN THE SCHOOL DAY is a portal program, designed to show schools how easy and rewarding it is to bring artists into the schools, and hopefully inspire schools to build more a extensive and permanent artist-based curriculum.  Some artists will ask to be paid for the day…some will not.  If your school has the budget, please pay them! But if you can’t...there’s an even better way. 

Zero-cost arts for these tough times: The power of NASD is that schools can have great arts experiences without professional artists through creating arts-based curricula, lesson plans and special experiences in class. Here’s a great example: for NATIONAL ARTS IN THE SCHOOL DAY 2009, the Port Chester Middle School created Arts Across the Curriculum, a whole week of studying the Arts and Culture of India.  Students received a packet with lessons on India for each of their academics.  For seven days, students heard interesting facts about India during the morning announcements. The school-wide art project was to create Rangoli or Kolam, chalk drawings that are typically made on the doorsteps of Indian homes.  Eighth grade students had the opportunity to get a henna tattoo. Teachers were asked to dress in the style of India and for students, a "dress as your favorite artist" contest.  

Many artists, when asked about how they became an artist, describe a seminal experience in childhood, a profound moment that triggered their fascination with a particular art and inspired them to follow that particular path.  It is these experiences that NATIONAL ARTS IN THE SCHOOL DAY seeks to create, to inspire future artists, fulfill working artists and enrich schools and communities. 

